
Annunciation Parish - Scripture Study 5/17/22 

—-Greeting and Opening Prayer 

Any thoughts or questions from scripture passages you have read? 
- Other faith questions? 

READINGS: 
Acts 15:1-2, 22-29 
Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8  (O God, let all the nations praise you!) 
Rev 21:10-14, 22-23 
Jn 14:23-29 

GOSPEL: 
• If you love Jesus you will keep his word.  With all true love, dedication and action is demanded. 

• Love, keep word, THEN he and Father will come and make their dwelling 
• The word is directly the word of the Father - the word of God 
• He tells us this (follow His word in Love) … but … He is going and the Holy Spirit will come 

and teach everything and remind you what I told you.  How do we access this teaching? 
• There are t things yet to be taught, there are many things that He has said that they need to be 

reminded of.  Not all of thins is put down in Scripture - part of this is in Tradition. 
• He gives a peace different from the way the world gives.  What does this mean? 
• If we loved Him (and therefore listened to His words) we would rejoice that he is going to the 

Father.  Why?  What is contained in the “words”?  What does love demand in letting go of the 
one loved?  The Father is greater than I.  Oh geesh, more Trinity stuff! 

• He tells what will happen for them to believe.  Do we believe now that it has happened? 

FIRST READING: 
• The Jewish Christians were saying that one has to be circumcised in order to be saved. 

• Cultural limitations.  So absorbed in my culture that everyone else should be too. 
• It makes sense too.  If Jesus is fulfillment of the covenant, if He did not come to abolish the 

law, if he was the messiah of the Jewish prophecies - then why would it not figure that you 
must to the other things of the covenant? 

• It is decided that Paul and Barnabas would go top Jerusalem to the Apostles and elders 
(remember from last week) to get an answer to the question. 
• Notice Apostles and elders with them, what is this? 
• A letter is sent with the ruling from “the whole church.” What is this like today? 

• “It is the decision of the Holy Spirit” … hey who do these guys think they are? 
• This decision was paved by revelation to Peter.  Notice the essentials: participating in worship of 

false Gods, consuming blood and meats of strangled animals, and unlawful marriage.  Why these 
things?  How could one think that the Church does not highly prize Marriage - why? 

SECOND READING: 
• The heavenly Jerusalem, 12 gates for the twelve tribes, 12 course of stone for the 12 apostles. 
• There was no need for the temple - Jesus Himself is the temple “tear down this temple …” 

—-Closing Prayer 


